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SELECTMEN’S REPORT 


The Selectmen of the Town of Franklin, for the year 1853, charge 
themselves with the following items, viz. : 


1853, March. Cash rec’d of Stephen Kenrick, treas’r 


for 1852, $069.86 
Town of Northfield, 7.07 
Literary fund, 62.10 


County treas’r, for sup- 
port of paupers, 102.50 
N. H. Sanborn, for plank, 1.00 
H. N. Ingalls, 255.00 
State treas’r, railroad tax, 721.84 
Tax assessed on residents, for 1853, 2224.89 
$s « _ non-residents  * 40.43 
Lal in: ry highway, 29.99 
Balance of tax for 1852, 116.25 
Cash rec’d of J. H. Cilley, care of 
town hall, 6.00 
Stephen Kenrick, for the 
support of Gilman 
Robertson, 39.00 
$4176.23 


Which ts accounted for as follows : 
Outstanding claims prior io March, 1853. 


Paid Samuel Judkins, for highway work, $1.75 
K. P. Gove, for taking care of Glines boy, 1.25 
Robert Colby, for work, 1.00 
John Hodgdon, digging grave for Nancy Cross, 1.50 
Levi Knight, county paupers, 6.75 
N. 8. Morrison, highway work, 6.78 


S. Severence, school money in District No. 7, 25.17 
B. D. Carr, building road over Chance Brook, 


and cost, 147.51 
B. D. Carr, digging grave for Mrs. Brown, . 2.00 
B. D. Carr, taking care of engine, . 5.00 
K. B. Colby, bridge planks, 4.54 


Kizra Dayis, highway work, 1851, 2.00 


4 


Thomas B. Eastman, use of stud, 4.00 
K. R. Heath, land damages, 1.00 
Kzekiel Colby, for wood for Mrs. Glines, 2.50 
Recording deed, A2 
Richard Judkins, land damages, 1852, 5.00 
Caleb Merrill, land damages, 1846, 46.24 
Moses Bb. Gove, for wood, 1850, 4.50 
Warren Thompson, for putting up stone monu- 

ment between Franklin and Sanbornton, 1.00 
A. G. Morrison, for highway work, 1.48 
D. Gilchrist, goods for poor house, 2.87 

$272.21 
Town Expenses for 1858. 

Paid E. B. Tripp, printing school report, 6.00 
Expenses to Concord, 1.45 
For inventory and ove books, 4 
Selectmen’s expenses taking inventory, 5.12 
For blanks, and paid express, 06 
O. B. Davis, for use of horse and wagon, .25 
Simonds and Ingalls, for enrolling and return- 

ing militia, | 8.00 


Expenses to Concord on county pauper business, 4.20 
W. H. Hutchins, for copies of county pauper 


records, 2.00 
S. C. Beckford, for lettering guide board, .00 
T. W. Call, post and putting up guide board, 1.00 
Expenses to Concord to get railroad money, 1.58 
Insurance tax, 4 3.47 
McFarland & Jenks, for printing selectmen’s 

report in 1853, 7.00 
Stephen Kenrick, expenses to Concord, 2.57 
Kbenezer Bennett, | 1.00 
Expenses to Hanover, and Newbury, V., on 

pauper business, 12.12 
Expenses to Gilmanton and horse hire, and paid 

town clerk, 2.00 
O. B. Davis, for use of horse, &c., 5.76: 
J. H. Cilley, for taking care of town hall, and 

winding clock, | 10.25 
John Bailey, for services as town clerk, 10.00 

» J. W. Clement, repairing hearse, &e., 2.15 
For stationery, 1.00 


T. R. White, for board of selectmen and auditors, 8.75 
(73 


use of horse and wagon, 5.00 

“ services as selectman, 36.00 

sy “¢ town treasurer, 10.00 
Abner Kimball, for services as selectman, 27.50 
Postage, .60 


D. Osgood, for notifying town of Gilmanton, 3.86 


Auditors’ services, 3.00 
Highways and Bridges. 

Paid Albert Colby, for work on Carr bridge, $4.67 
David B. Hancock, ‘ 1.75 
T. R. White, for 9 oak stiathea delivered to 

James Cate, .90 
EK. B. Colby, for plank for Federal bridge, 32.18 
W. F. Thompson, plank for Jewell’s bridge, 15.60 
Harrison Hancock, for work on Carr bridge, 3.94 
Abner Kimball, for work on road and bridge, 3.05 
Sargent Bennett, for work on highway, 5.00 
John R. Tilton, for work on highway, 2.00 
Charles H. Clark, for plank for Cross bridge, 4.37 
J. G. Carlton, repairing Wm. Hayes’ carriage, 3.00 
Amos Fifield, for plank for bridge, 7.94 
F. R. Quimby, for breaking a 3.71 
Henry Campbell, a 2.50 
Jonathan Leavitt, work on bridge, 1.25 

For the support of Miron Evans. 

Paid Harrison Hancock, $21.67 

L. M. Knight, 13.50 
Expenses of Poor Farm. 

Paid David S. Batchelder, for cow, $30.00 
K. B. West, for grass seed, 3.00 
J. R. Tilton, boot between horses, 12.00 
Nathan ML. Gage, bill of sundries,’ 58.06 

services on poor farm, 180.00 
Daniel & Bradbury, 2 bbls. flour, 16.50 
F. R. Quimby, digging grave for Mrs. Clay, 2.00 
Drs. Knight and Kelley, medical attendance, 35.00 
James Colburn, bill of an ner 16.62 
D. Gilchrist, tf 22.23 
J. H. Rowell, = . 3 7.26 
White & Bailey, 4 . 89.78 
J. H. Cilley, coffin for Mrs. Clay, 3.00 
L. D. Colby, paid for N. Bean & Co., 8:25 
HK. B. Colby, for sawing boards, 4.22 
J. W. Clement, repairing sleigh and wagon, 1.17 

Repair of Buildings on Poor Farm. 

Paid EH. B. Colby, for lumber, $21.55 
W. H. Hancock, for labor, 6.00 
J. L. Thompson, for labor, 7d 
Taylor ©. Thompson, for lumber, 6.52 
Abner Kimball, labor and lumber, 25.83 


$220.00 


$91.86 


$35.17 


$481.09 
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H. N. Ingalls, labor and lumber, 49.25 
John C. Hancock, labor, 2.54 
M. B. Gove, for shingles, 2.75 
James Colburn, for goods, 3.97 
D. Gilchrist, de 1.53 
White and Bailey, “ | 6.38 
E. B. Colby, for lumber, 3.65 
$135.72 


| Betternal Poor. 
Paid the town of Hanover, for support of Mrs. 
Jackson and her 2 children, and costs, $47.19 


Expenses in going after them, | 9.82 
Town of Sanbornton, for support of N. Bean 
and family, and cost, | 126.19 


L. W. Knight, for attendance on Glines boy, | 10.00 
J. L. Colby, for support of Mrs. Peabody’s child, 1.00 
| $194.20 


Expense attending law suit with the town of Sanbornton. 


Paid expense for going to Sanbornton to see Bean 
and look up evidence, £2.13 
Kixpense going to Alexandria to see Mrs. Clark, 2.87 
as ‘“¢ Concord to see David Bean, 
and horse hire, 5.00 
For notifying Sanbornton to take depositions, 1.88 
For going to Sanbornton to see Mrs. Thomas, — 1.00 
Expense to Bristol to hear depositions taken, 1.88 
J. W. Sweat, for taking N. H. Clark’s deposition, 1.79 
N. H. Clark, witness fees, 1.25 
Expense going to Panhaaen to settle the case, 1.50 
Nesmith & Pike, | 27.40 


$44.20 


Support ef County Paupers. 
Paid expense of Dennis Scammel while deranged, 


and taking him to the Asylum, $9.00 
Expense sending Mrs. McCartry and children 

to Boston, | 5.00 
Asylum, for support of Dennis Scammel, 23.32 
Joseph Blanchard, for support of Betsy Collins, 

from March 15th to Oct. 15th, 1853, 15.00 
John Lake, for moving Mrs. Scammel, 75 


8. B. Kelley, attendance on county paupers, 9.19 
Samuel Judkins, for support of Horace Peabod 
from March 15th to Oct. 15th, 30 weeks, 15.00 


C. Stone & Co., for medicine, 3.35 
Joseph Blanchard, for support of Betsy Collins 

from Oct. 15th to March 15th, 16.50 
L. M. Knight, attendance on Mrs. Collins, . 5.50 


For coffin and expense for burying Betsy Collins, 8.67 
$111.28 


fi 
Expense of building Pound. 
Paid T. R. White, for 16 oak posts, . 8.00 
K. B. Colby, for lumber, 11.92 
Wm. F. Thompson, for work and lumber, 12.15 
$32.07 
= Engine and House. 
Paid J. F. Daniell, $365.13 
J. H. Rowell, 12.70 
John ©. Hancock, 215.50 
James Cate, 5.00 
H. W. Fairbanks, 1.67 
$600.00 
Incidental Expenses. 
Paid teachers’ institute, $18.12 
William T. Savage, superintending school com- 
mittee 20.00. 
O. J. Wait, 6 few 1 86 20.00 
N. M. Proctor, : “ ss 20.00 
Nesmith & Pike, 8.00 
Engine Company, 60.00 
Abatement of taxes, 33.73 
Non-resident highway tax worked out, 19.31 
J. tbs itt, for collecting $115.25 of tax of 1852, 2.31 
« $9180.00 &6 1853, 27.25 
$228.72 
Paid the several school districts : 
Paid school district No. 1, 112.22 
2, 77.93 
3, 242.17 
4, 73.82 
5, 82.54 
6, 68.34 
z, 10.82 
8, 69.58 
9, 66.88 
10, in part, 117.00 
$921.30 
Paid State tax, 314.30 
“ County do., 418.00 $782.30 
RECAPITULATION. 
Amount of money received by the Treasurer, $4176.23 
Which is accounted for as follows: 9, ! 
State tax, 314.30 
County do., 418.00 


School Districts, 921.30 
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Outstanding claims, 272.21 

Town expenses, 220.00 

Repairs of highways and 

___ bridges, 91.86 

Expense of Myron Evans, 35.17 
as poor farm, 481.09 


Repairs, buildings on poor farm, 135.72 

Expense of external poor, 194.20 

Suit vs. Sanbornton, 44.20 

County paupers, 111.28 

Building pound, . 32.07 

ngine and house, 600.00 

Incidental charges, 228.72 

Due from colk ctor, ra bye: 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, 4.39 4176.23 


STATEMENT OF POOR FARM. 
Inventory for 1853, 928.12 
Sundry bills, including overseer’s wages,481.09 1409.21 
Inventory for 1854, 1036.34 
Ree’d, support of county paupers, 45.75 
| Gilman Roberts’n,39.00 


84.75 1121.09 
Net expense of poor farm, 288.12 

_ _ SUNDRY CLAIMS DUE THE TOWN. 
Due on H. N. Ingalls’ note, dated Jan. 1, 1852, $136.44 
D. Osgood’s note, dated March 2, 1852, 20.00 
From the county, for support of paupers, 47.92 
Cash in hands of treasurer, 4.39 


_ OUTSTANDING CLAIMS AGAINST THE TOWN. 
Due school district No. 10, $100.76 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
THO’S R. WHITE, >) Selectmen 
ABNER KIMBALL, 0 
JOS. W. CLEMENT, ) Franklin. 


The undersigned, auditors of accounts for the year ending March, 
1854, for the town of Franklin, have carefully examined the forego- 
ing accounts, and find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 

JAMES CLARK, 
| HENRY BURLEY, $ Auditors. 
 D. J. DANIELS, 


NAMES AND AGES OF THE INMATES OF THE POOR HOUSE. 


Elizabeth Clark, 89 Gilman Robertson, 57 
Polly Quimby, 62 Theodore Sanborn, bai! 
Sally Clark, 57 John P. Clark, 61 


Dolly Marston, 43 Moses Jackson, d1 


Mrs. Jackson, 

Mary E. Jackson, 
Franklin P. Jackson, 
Nathaniel Bean, 


Sarah Ann Bean, 
Clara Bean, 
Laura Ann Bean, 
Rosina Sanborn, 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 


The Superintending Committee having charge of the public Schools 
of Franklin, ask leave, in conformity with the requirements of law, 
to make to the town their Annual Report. 

In making effort to discharge our duties as pointed out in the laws 
of the State, we have inspected all the Public Schools, kept in town 
during the past year,—having visited each of them, at least, four 
times ; viz: twice in summer, and twice in winter. 

The amount of money expended by the town for the support of 
the Common Schools the past year is $1012,61. This sum, in our 
judgment, has been in general well appropriated, although under 
more favorable circumstances, more doubtless, might have been ac- 
complished by it. The statistical table accompanying this report, and 
forming a part of it, exhibits the number and sex of the teachers 
employed in the schools, the wages paid to each, the number of 
scholars in attendance at the schools, and the length of each school 
in weeks. w 

The whole number of scholars in attendance on the Public Schools 
the past year, is 286 in the Summer, and 299 in the Winter. The 
average attendance was 2214 in the summer, and 24142 in the winter. 
The number of scholars of the proper age to attend school, who 
have not attended the past year, as reported, is 26. For other par- 
ticulars, reference is made to the accompanying table referred to 
above. 


DISTRICTS NUMBERED 1 AND 2, REPORTED BY MR. WAIT. 


District No. 1.—This school was taught, in summer, by Miss Han- 
nah Hale. Order excellent, progress in studies, good. Whole num- 
ber of scholars, 16; average, 134. The school received 22 visits 
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from citizens, 8 from Superintending Committee, and 1 from Pruden- 
tial Committee. 

Mr. Wm. H. Burley taught in winter. Order and progress in 
studies were entirely satisfactory to the Committee. Attendance, 
25 ; average, 194. 

District No. 2.—The summer term was taught by Miss A. H. 
Shaw. Order and progress of scholars as good as the average. Num- 
ber of scholars in attendance, 29 ; average, 22. 

Mr. Joseph L. Thompson taught in winter. Order and progress, 
very good. Whole number, 23; average, 143. Visits of citi- 
zens, 6. | 


DISTRICTS NUMBERED 4, 5, 4 6, REPORTED BY MR. PROCTOR. 


District No. 4.—Summer school kept by Miss Amanda M. In- 
galls. The teacher expressed mach anxiety in the advancement of 
her scholars, and at the close the school gave evidence of good im- 
provement. Visits of Prudential Committee, 1 ;of citizens 9. Length 
of school, 10 weeks. | 

The winter school was taught by the same teacher. The scholars 
were prompt, with voices loud) and distinct, something deserving 
high commendation in our Common Schools. Length of school, 13 
weeks ; visits of Prudential Committee, 1; of citizens, 3. 

District No. 5.—Summer i kept by Mrs. Lorett Mason.— 
Length of school, 64 wecks. the examination of this school, the 
teacher showed a deep interest in the advancement of her school, 
and succeeded well for the time. | Visits of Prudential Committee, 0 ; 
of citizens, 0. 

Winter school, by Eben Jj. Little. This is a difficult school. The 
teacher was industrious and persevering, and the result was good im- 
provement on the part of the scholars, and a general satisfaction with 
the parents. . Length of school, 13 weeks. Visits of Prudential 
Committee, 1; of citizens, 0. | 

District No. 6.—Summer school, by Miss Frances E. Woodford. 
The teacher endeavored to perform her duties faithfully. At tle ex- 
amination, at the close of the school, a commendable improvement 
was visible. Visits of Prudential Committee, 1; of citizens, 3. 
Length of school, 94 weeks. 

Winter. Wee find this school under the instruction of the same 
teacher, whose labors commanded the respects of her scholars, and 
their parents. The exercises were interesting, and the scholars mani- 
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fested a good degree of improvement in their studies. Length of 
school, 12% weeks. Visits of Prudential Committee, 1 ; of citi- 
zens, l. 

DISTRICTS NUMBERED 8 AND 9, REPORTED BY MR. SAVAGE. 

District No. 8.—The Summer school was kept by Miss Abby M. 
Daniels, and in a manner satisfactory to the Committee. At its ex- 
amination, the school gave evidence of care and faithfulness on the 
part of the teacher, and appeared to have made reasonable improve- 
ments. Its length was 8 weeks, and the average attendance was 15. 
Visits of Prudential Committee, 0; of citizens, 3. 

The winter term of 8 weeks was kept by Mr. Milon Davidson, and 
the average attendance of scholars was 28. The teacher failed in the 
government of the school, so that, at the final examination, it was 
difficult to discover what good had been accomplished by it. Visits 
of Prudential Committee, 1; of citizens, 13. 

District No. 9.—The school in this district was well kept, in both 
summer and winter terms. Miss R. R. Wyatt kept the summer 
school of 10 weeks. The improvement made was satisfactory to the 
committee, but the report rendered of the school by the teacher, was 
not as full as is required by law. 

Mr. O, L. Cross kept the winter school faithfully and success- 
fully. Five children were withdrawn by their parents from this 
school, because the master would not permit those parents to inter- 
fere and regulate, in some particular, the internal government of the 
school. This course the Committee regret, as bringing loss on the 
children, and, so far at least, upon the town also. The school ap- 
peared well at the closing examination. It was 8% weeks long, and 
the average attendance was 17. Visits of Prudential Committee, 2; 
of citizens, 14. 


DISTRICTS NUMBERED 3, 7, AND 10, REPORTED BY THE COM- 
MITTEE AT LARGE. 

District No. 3.—The schools in this district are of two grades ; 
the primary and the advanced. The primary school was kept, both 
summer and winter, by Miss Jane L. Morrison, who appears to have 
been successful in her efforts to improve the young scholars commit- 
ted to her care. Some errors in the mode of teaching reading, pre- 
valent in this school, have been corrected. 

The advanced school was taught in summer by Mrs. M. G. West, 
and to the full approval of the Committee. In winter, the advanced 
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school was taught by Mr. N. M. Proctor. It was well governed, and 
the scholars were well drilled in the branches of study pursued. 

In district No. 7 there is only a single family. The few scholars 

have been instructed by Mr, Cilley, but no report has been received 
from the school. 
_ District No. 10.—Miss Nancy R. Nesmith taught this school in 
the summer. It is a difficult school to manage, as the school house 
now is. Miss Nesmith made faithful effort in the discharge of her 
duty, and was successful in her school. 

In the winter, Mr. George F. Brickett, in the same unfavorable 
circumstances, acquitted himself to the entire satisfaction of the 
Committee. The summer school was 12 weeks long, and the winter 
but 11 weeks, one hundred dollars of the school money remaining in 
the treasury unexpended. | 

These details will exhibit to the town, in brief, the state of the 
Common Schools ;— institutions, on the vigorous operations of which 
the highest interests of our families and communities depend. The 
best qualified teachers are eminently desirable, and should be secured 
in all our schools, at whatever price. Teachers are needed who can 
govern, as well as instruct, their schools. It was striking to notice, 
in the winter school of district No. 8, how scholars who had at other 
times appeared orderly, studious and amiable, had become changed 
in their deportment, and had grown careless, reckless of the proprie- 
ties of the school room, and unlovely! A proper government in 
school, while it depresses the wayward spirit and impulses of chil- 
dren, affords opportunity for all that is good and lovely to develop 
and manifest itself, while a lack of appropriate control throws the 
reins upon the neck of every bail passion and impulse, so that these 
soon become more than a match for what is good. Whatever is de- 
sirable is depressed and overborne, and the eyil prevails. 

To afford, in some degree, an opportunity for teachers to qualify 
themselves to excel in their Pe eae work, the State has established 
Teacher’s Institutes, to be held in different parts of the County. 
During the past year, we have had the privilege of welcoming one of 
these Institutes among us, and of witnessing its operations. It was 
adapted in a high degree to instruct, qualify and animate those teach- 
ers who enjoyed its advantages. And your Committee submit it to 
the consideration of the town, and especially of Prudential Commit- 
tees, whether such as attend the Teacher’s Institute, other things be- 
ing equal, should not be preferred as instructors in our public 
schools. 
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The Committee would again make the expression of their decided 
opinion that the cause of public education would be advanced in 
District No. 10, and the adjacent district in Northfield, if those dis- 
tricts could be permanently united in one. The schools could then 
be graded, and instruction carried farther than at present, at the 
same expense. Knowing that a new school house is demanded by 
the wants of District No. 10, the Superintending Committee would 
express the hope that the desirableness of the union mentioned will 
not be lost sight of by such of the citizens immediately concerned 
as BaxS) the cause of free public education at heart. 

Respectfully submitted, 


WM. T. SAVAGE, 

N. M. PROCTOR, 

OF Gre W ALT. 
Franklin, March 7, 1854. 
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